
Montana Chapter SWCS Membership Meeting
February 11, 2010
Kit Sutherland called the general membership meeting to order at 8:00 AM on February 11, 2010. The meeting was held at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center in Billings, MT as part of the 2010 Annual Technical Conference Titled, “Ideas & Challenges; Partnerships and Successes in Conservation Education.” MT SWCS Board members, general members, and conference guests were in attendance. No official roll call was taken.
Sutherland opened the meeting by talking about the past chapter activities and committees. He announced upcoming events such as the Northern Plains Regional Technical meeting scheduled for March 18-20 at Chadron State College, Chadron Nebraska and the 65th International Annual Conference titled “Ecosystem Services” to be held July 18-21, 2010 in St. Louis, Missouri.

Sutherland asked for suggestions for future MT SWCS chapter activities and conferences. Joyce Swartzendruber, member, suggested the MT chapter find a way to help Envirothon students. Envirothon teams throughout the state need natural resource specialists who can help them prepare for the Envirothon competitions. It was suggested that a chapter member interview Shonny Nordlund National and Montana Envirothon Coordinator and put an article in the chapter newsletter about the 2011 state and national event topic for the Envirothon competition.  

The following suggestions were made for future technical meetings or a summer tour: Soil Health and/or “Landscape Conservation Planning.” What is landscape conservation planning and how does it happen? How are people and organizations using it? The group suggested that the chapter partner with a forestry and/or a wildlife organization and include pine beetle damage in the next annual technical meeting.  In addition, the conference could target small acreage landowners with a possible location of Missoula. 

Ann Fischer received the President’s award from Sutherland for all her contributions to the MT SWCS Chapter since she became president-elect five years ago. Dick Scheetz received a meritorious award for his many years of service to the MT Chapter as the Eastern Area Director.  

The membership meeting ended at 8:30 AM.

NOTE:  During the conference luncheon, Chapter Awards were announced for Robin Peters as the Professional of the Year.  Robin is the NRCS Soil Conservation Technician based in Lewistown.  Conrad Nystrom, rancher and Conservation District supervisor from Hill County was named the Conservation Steward of the Year.  Peters and Nystrom each received a framed certificate and a MT SWCS Chapter monogrammed denim shirt.
Respectfully Submitted by,
/s/ STACY DENNY ENEBOE
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